
FALL 2024 - COMM 288 
GENDER, SEX & REPRESENTATION 

 
Instructor:   Sut Jhally – comm288@comm.umass.edu 
 
PLEASE NOTE: This course deals with sensitive and controversial 
issues surround sexuality and gender, and examines many topics 

that may cause discomfort to some people. We will also be looking at 
images of gender and sexuality (including nudity) that may be 

disturbing to some people. Please take this into consideration as you 
contemplate whether this course is for you.  

 
 
This course will examine the relationship between commercialized 
systems of representation and the way that gender and sexuality are 
thought of and organized in the culture. In particular, we will look to see 
how commercial imagery impacts upon gender identity and the process of 
gender socialization. Central to this discussion will be the related issues of 
sexuality and sexual representation.  
 
The course is divided into three parts: 
 
Part One: Sex, Gender and Femininity 
 
After laying the theoretical and conceptual groundwork for the course as a 
whole (that gender is a process of performance rather than something that 
is innately bestowed at birth) we will start with the central focus of the 
vast majority of the literature in this field – the construction of femininity. 
Starting with the work of Erving Goffman and his theory of “gender 
display” we will go on to examine the forces (social, economic, political) 
that structure the field of representation, and the resulting consequences 
for how femininity is understood and experienced. 
 
Part Two: Constructing Masculinity 
 
In recent years there has been an expansion in the literature on the 
construction of masculinity. We will look at how masculinity has come to 
be defined in narrow and restricting ways and the impact of this on boys’ 
and men’s sense of their own identities – and on their relationship with 
women and other men. A central focus will be the link between dominant 
definitions of masculinity and the idealization of violence, intimidation and 
threat, as well as the fundamental role that homophobia plays as a policing 
mechanism in how boys and men navigate their own identities. 
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Part Three: Gender, Sex & Social Issues 
 
We conclude the course by examining how “marginal” gender and sexual 
identities (bisexuality, homosexuality, transgender, etc.) have been 
labeled and what this reveals about the more general process of 
representation and identity. We will also examine the controversies 
surrounding the social role of pornography in the culture, and the 
development of “hook up” culture intersects with the role that alcohol 
plays, especially on college campuses.  
 
 
FORMAT:  
 
This course is being offered in a hybrid format – as an online delivery of 
course contact with in-person exams.  All students must regularly check 
their UMASS email (@umass.edu). Important information will be 
delivered via this email address and it is the responsibility of students to 
access it.  
 
REQUIRED READINGS & MOVIES: 
 
All required articles/movies for this course are available (at no cost) 
via CANVAS 
  
Once you have accessed the course page you will be able to download PDF 
files of the required readings and be able to access the required movies.  
 
GRADING REQUIREMENTS: Three exams will be held in-person during 
the semester. In addition there are a number of online assignments. 
    

§ Exam I        (25%)  
§ Exam 2       (25%)   
§ Exam 3 (25%) 
§ Online Quizzes on Movies and Readings (25%)  

 
 


